
 1 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
CCCooopppyyyrrriiiggghhhttt      222000111000---222000111111   ---      NNNeeewwwsssllleeetttttteeerrr   EEEdddiiitttooorrr:::   LLLaaarrrrrryyy   RRRooobbbiiinnnsssooonnn   

EEEdddiiitttooorrr   IIInnn   CCChhhiiieeefff:::      KKKaaattthhhyyy   RRRooobbbiiinnnsssooonnn   

   
KKKIIICCCKKK   OOOFFFFFF   FFFUUUNNNCCCTTTIIIOOONNN   AAATTT   RRRIIIVVVEEERRR   RRRAAANNNCCCHHH   

   

As Pattie Duffy, our official photographer once said; "When you're at the 

airport you're allowed to lie".  That being said, we had the most splendid 

array of aviators of the very highest skill level attending the River 

Ranch "kick off" 

function.  Only those 

intrepid enough to 

brave the winds and 

cold showed up for 

the first function of 

the season.  There 

were 54 of us 
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earning the title of "the greatest pilots on earth".  Well, maybe the best 

pilots in Florida?  How about the best pilots at River Ranch?  Anyhow, 

we were there and had fun! 
 

As we've discovered on previous sojourns to River Ranch and again on 

this occasion, this is a great place to meet.  

It is a central location with a very nice air 

strip and great facilities.  Those of us who stayed overnight on Saturday 

participated in the hay ride, BBQ, rodeo, and barn dance at the saloon.  

If you weren't there, you missed it.  Some fun.  The rodeo was an all 

American event that had the huge crowd in attendance totally involved. 
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The hay ride took us out into a wildlife management area and treated 

us to some country singing 

that for sure scared all the 

wildlife off.  

 

Our gathering at the BBQ 

compound was a rustic treat 

under the beautiful spreading 

oaks that abound at River 

Ranch.  The saloon, band, and 

dance after the rodeo was fun 

with plenty of C&W songs 

along with a mix of other 

music to please every taste. 
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On Sunday morning, the 

rest of the bunch showed 

up for breakfast.  We had a 

very nice private dining 

room with buffet style 

breakfast.  This was way 

better than trying to do 

this at the regular 

restaurant on site. 

As usual, plenty of 

gabbing, meeting of new 

members, and catching up 

with old friends was the 

order of the day.  These 

events are never quiet prayer breakfasts.  
 

We've got a full plate of activities planned for this season.  Come and 

join us.  All the pictures captured that I receive will be forwarded to the 

membership via email.  I've noticed that some ISPs (especially Comcast 

and Earthlink) have limited storage for photo transmission and even 

emails and you are not receiving these transmissions.  Without the 

ability to receive emails and attachments, you will not be getting our 

meeting notices or newsletters.  You might want to set up  an email 

account with another ISP for exclusive use by the FABA distribution 

system?  Your choice. 
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LLLUUUIIISSS'''      DDDOOOOOO   
As usual, Mary, Luis, Jeannie and Marina hosted a very successful 

party and pig roast for the Stuart 

Airshow.  How about this specialty 

cake and the fruit bowl that were 

prepared for the event?  Pretty 

neat.  Pattie Duffy baked the cake and Kathy Robinson made the fruit 

bowl.  NOT!!! 

 

Those FABA folks who did 

not attend missed a 

beautiful day, some great 

and plentiful food and, of 

course, great camaraderie.   

 

As usual, this professional 

photographer didn't pull 

out his little aim and shoot 

camera often enough and 

our official photographer, 

Pattie Duffy, was not in 

attendance because she 

had to work.  "The 

shoemaker's kids have no 

shoes".  These photos do 

not represent a complete 
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record of those in attendance.    

 

The airshow was good too.  A 

couple of military jets really tore 

up the sky pulling some very high 

G maneuvers and the Aeroshell T-

6 team put forth their usual great 

formation aerobatic routine.   The 

T-6 performance is always  

impressive considering the flying 

characteristics of the machine.  

The "Crazy Horse", North 

American P-51, was in attendance 

and performed an extensive, low 

level aerobatic routine I've not seen done before.   
 

Those of you who have not flown "Crazy Horse" need to do that before 

you "Go West" (http://www.stallion51.com/).   Sign up and we'll make a 

day of it to go watch you fly.   Listen up wives, husbands, girlfriends and 

boyfriends, it's a fabulous gift for those aviators amongst us who are 

difficult to buy for. 
 

All in all, some fun and another private event to which you were invited 

as a member of the Florida Antique Biplane Association. 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

http://www.stallion51.com/
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RRREEECCCIIIPPPEEE   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEE   MMMOOONNNTTTHHH   

"""TTThhheee   BBBeeesssttt   CCCooooookkkiiieeesss   YYYooouuu'''llllll   EEEvvveeerrr   EEEaaattt"""   
Marilyn Culwell 

2 Cups Butter 

1 Cup Sugar 

1 Cup Brown Sugar 

1 Egg 

1 Cup Canola Oil 

1 Cup Oats 

2 Cups Crushed Corn Flakes 

1 Cup Chopped Pecans 

3.5 Cups Flour 

1 Tsp Baking Soda 

1 Tsp Salt 

1 Tsp Vanilla 

1/2 Cup Coconut 

Heat Oven To 325 

On Ungreased Cookie Sheet Drop & Flatten 

Cook 12 Minutes 

 

SSSOOO   MMMUUUCCCHHH   SSSMMMAAARRRTTTEEERRR   TTTHHHAAANNN   YYYOOOUUU!!!!!!!!!   
 

The centralized government "dictators" are at it again.  The 

Environmental Protection Agency seems intent on eventually 

outlawing leaded fuels across the board.  Apparently without 

congressional approval?  Are you liking the "hope and change" yet? 
 

As you may know, Tetra Ethel Lead (TEL) is required to achieve the 

octane in 100LL.  You may say, "What do I care flying behind a radial 

engine when these engines do not require 100 octane fuel?".   Well, you'd 

better wake up and start paying attention to what the bureaucrats and 

politicians are doing to us.  If this rule making becomes law, your radial 

engine and antique biplane will become obsolete and worthless 

overnight. 
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The Continental, Jake, Lycoming, Wright and P&W engines we 

routinely fly behind don't really require fuel rated at 100 octane.  But, 

they certainly do require TEL to produce lead oxide during combustion 

to coat the valve seats.  Without this lead oxide, valve seat recession will 

occur.  The resulting valve leaking and burned exhaust valve seats will 

produce low compression and unusable engines.  Does that get your 

attention? 
 

What do we do?  Bend over and grab our ankles?   
 

This is our own government doing this to us. You'd better start getting 

involved in the political process if you haven't already.  Or, be prepared 

to let one more freedom pass into history and your airplane become a 

museum piece or hangar queen.   
 

We have an uphill battle.  You can easily see that refineries don't really 

have much incentive to produce 100LL avgas to start with.  When you 

consider that only 30% of the current aircraft fleet requires 100 octane 

fuel or lead in the gas and that avgas production is but 1/3 of 1% of total 

gas production, you can see the oil companies would probably rather 

buckle to government pressure and quit making the stuff.  
 

Alert AOPA and EAA of your concerns. Tell your congressmen what you 

think.  Make political contributions to those who would promote a 

return to small government as defined by our Constitution and get the 

government out of our day to day lives.  Work for politicians that think 

like you do. And, VOTE to send these centralized government folks 

home.   
 

Half the population doesn't even pay federal income tax.  Far fewer 

have any interest in general aviation or antique biplanes.  You'd better 

stand up and be heard or let those who "know better than you" make 

choices for you "for your own good".  Are they really so much smarter 

than you?    
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NNNEEEWWW   MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSS   

   
DDDaaavvviiiddd   &&&   GGGiiinnnnnnyyy   WWWhhhiiitttllleeeyyy   

RRRoooccckkkllleeedddgggeee,,,   FFFlllooorrriiidddaaa   
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TTTHHHOOOMMMAAASSSVVVIIILLLLLLEEE   
LLLYYYLLLEEE   RRROOOBBBEEERRRTTTSSSOOONNN   

  

This past Saturday (10/09/10), Stan Berry with John Baker and I with 

Jason Turk flew up to 

Thomasville, GA for their 

annual (35th) fly-in.  We 

took off from Williston at 8 

am and had CAVU all the 

way with no wind.  It was 

136 miles up there, so it 

took us a little under an hour and 

half to get there.  Because of the 

weather, they had a great turn 

out.  In attendance were about 

400 planes in all.  On Saturday 

they fed us hamburgers for lunch 

and Saturday night we ate some 

wonderful BBQ.   
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A local fellow let us use his car for the night (just leave the keys on the 

floor board on Sunday).  He didn't know us from Adam.  You have to 

love them in small towns.  

We drove around 

downtown.  It is an Ag 

center so all roads lead to 

the farmer market.  We saw 

some great old Plantation 

style homes. 

 

Come Sunday morning we had ground fog.  It burned off so at 10:10 am 

on 10/10/10 we took off.   Stan flew directly to Williston and we flew 

back to Citra.  Again, CAVU all the way.  We had about 8-10 knots on 

the tail so we made it home in just over an hour.    

   

TTTEEECCCHHHNNNIIICCCAAALLL      TTTIIIPPPSSS   
By Bob Lock & Robert Perry (Serv Aero) 

I am finishing up an airworthiness inspection on a highly modified 

Stearman with P&W R-985-14B/Hamilton Standard 22D30 prop. The 

aircraft is licensed in the "Experimental-Exhibition" category.   I read 

the accident report on the South Africa crash of a similar ship when the 

engine departed the airframe due to mount to fuselage bolt failure.  The 

installation used NAS148 bolts instead of the oversized studs that we 

used in the ag airplanes where I worked many years ago.  I decided to 

pull one of the NAS bolts out (the lower right bolt) and found an 

improper washer used.  NAS bolts have a radius where the head fairs 

into the shank and a regular AN washer WILL NOT WORK.  The bolt 

had a couple grooves in the shank area which is distressing.  I would not 

normally remove these bolts during an airworthiness or annual 

inspection, but after reading the accident report decided it was best to 

investigate.  Discovering this problem, I will replace the four NAS148 

bolts with new and install the proper washers.  The washers that should 

be used are heat treated MS washers and carry the code 

NAS143/MS20002.  The inside of this washer is slightly chamfired 

(countersunk) to fit the radius in the bolt head.  The accident report 

states that the probable event leading up to the bolt failure was the use 
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of regular AN washers, that are not heat treated and are made from soft 

steel and cad plated.  Close inspection of this bolt and washer in this 

airplane indicate that when torqued the radius under the bolt head 

impacted the washer and destroyed some of the torque.  The report 

states that the aircraft was used for acrobatics and constant loads 

compressed the softer AN washers and eventually led to the failure of 

the bolts.  The upper right bolt is most critical, and in this accident it 

failed first, then the lower right bolt failed and then the other two 

points failed and the engine separated from the aircraft, twisting to the 

left with the prop cutting into the left landing gear tire and wheel 

fairing.  I found the report from the CAA in South Africa when I googled 

"NAS 148 bolt" as I am trying to locate replacement parts.  The title is 

"Accident Report & Executive Summary."  You can find it there and 

read - the photographs are very revealing and are better than what the 

FAA has under "Aging Aircraft." 
  

The NAS 148 bolt in question is identified in the AC43.13-1B, page 7-60 

and the NAS 143 and MS20002 washer is on page 7-70. 
  

Perhaps your members who operate 450 hp aircraft with mounts 

attached with these NAS148 bolts will want to immediately check the 

condition of the bolts and determine if the proper washers are installed.  

In light of what I found, I think this is a very important airworthiness 

issue for modified Stearman aircraft to higher horse power engines and 

STC'd engine mounts.  When I worked in ag (many, many years ago) we 

used modified BT-13 engine mounts custom built (shortened) for our 

particular aircraft.  We used the oversized 1/2" diameter studs 

(shortened in length from the stock studs)  and the mounts were hard 

mounted to the fuselage. Only the ring had shock mounts.  I don't recall 

ever seeing or hearing of a stud failure leading to the engine coming out 

of the airplane.  They were subject to fairly high loads but not the loads 

imposed by acrobatic flight.   

  

From Robert Perry/Serv Aero. 

Greetings, Larry.  I talked to Bob this morning about the bolt issue.  I 

am sending him some replacement bolts for the airplane in question.  

Apparently, there are some folks out there that don't understand the 

importance of using the correct hardware when installing the engine 
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mount.  The MS200002-C8 countersunk washer is much harder than a 

regular "AN" washer.  Using a softer washer can undermine the torque 

of the NAS bolt, as the washer will "give" after a while and loosen the 

bolt torque.  It would be possible at that point for the bolt to "fret" and 

cause to bolt to eventually "work-harden" over time.  The end result can 

be the ultimate failure of the fastener.  Since the unfortunate accident 

involving a Stearman in South Africa, we have sold numerous sets of 

bolts and washers for various Stearman owners who have a Pratt & 

Whitney up front.  I am not certain that all of the folks who have 

purchased the bolts are using our engine mount(s).  
   

   

MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR      BBBRRREEEAAAKKKDDDOOOWWWNNN      BBBYYY      MMMOOODDDEEELLL   
 

Here are some interesting statistics.  Many of you have asked over the 

years what the breakdown looks like for antique biplanes owned by our 

membership.  Our membership is down about 20% from last year so the 

total number of antique bipes in Florida as reported herein does not 

reflect an accurate total.  Owned and flown amongst our membership 

are 59 airworthy antique biplanes.  The breakdown is as follows: 

 

Stearman:   32 

Waco:   13 

Tiger Moth:  3 

Travel Air:  2 

Meyers OTW:  2 

Great Lakes:  2 

Staggerwing:  2 

Fleet:   2 

Commandair:   1 Not Airworthy Yet 

N3N:   1 

 

Of course, we have many more two winged aeroplanes in process of 

being restored to flying status.  And, there are probably another 30-40 

airworthy antique bipes in Florida whose owners are not currently 

members of the Florida Antique Biplane Association, Inc. 
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MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRR      PPPRRROOOJJJEEECCCTTTSSS   
WOODY WOODHULL-COMMANDAIRE 

This picture was taken at the Elmira, N.Y. flying field in March of 1929. 

The chap in the flight suit is the ferry pilot. The other gentleman is Al 

Latin, a local farmer who bought the airplane when the Elmira Flying 

Club refused delivery because of money concerns. 
   

In 1937 a friend of mine, long since gone west, M.N. Chapman bought 

half interest in it from Al Latin.  Al Latin then taught him to fly in and 

out of a 700' foot strip on his farm in Odessa, N.Y.  He flew it quite a bit.  

It was disassembled in Oct. of 41 as Chapman was a test pilot for 

Curtiss in KBUF and could see the war coming and it needed to be 

recovered and the engine overhauled. It was stored in 2 chicken coops 

on his mother's farm in Odessa. 1943 was a vile winter in upstate N.Y. 

and the roof of the chicken coop with the fuselage stored in it collapsed 

under the weight of the snow. It was decided to donate the fuselage and 

engine to the war effort. 
 

Progress to the Rhode Island Yankee, a motel & bar in KPVD, Feb. of 

1965.  We were laying over flying the PVD "Mudhens" in a ratty, ex 

EAL, Mohawk, NCA, DC-3.  It was happy hour and the conversation 

turned to what we learned to fly in.  Chapman responded, "in a OX-5 

Commandaire.  In fact I will give it to you, if you rebuild it".  I asked, 
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"what's there?"  To which he responded, "3 wings, the tail, flying wires, 

struts and some of the landing gear". "What happened to the other 

wing?", I asked.  Chapman says,  "Well, we disassembled it in 1946 to 

splice the spars on an Aeronca Chief".  
 

I had never heard of a Commandair.  Chapman allowed as how it was 

one of the better OX-5 powered airplanes and he learned out of a 700' 

strip.  He said that it was so good many were converted to dusters and 

he knew that Commandaire had built 4 for Delta.   
 

Progress to Oct., 1975.  I borrowed a truck from a cropduster buddy of 

mine and drove to Odessa, loaded up the bones and drove them to 

Mattituck where I stored them in my mother's garage, with the thought 

of getting title & finding drawings.  Well, 27 years later, I finally got 

title as it was never registered and didn't have to be. 
 

I knew Joe Araldi, who had a Commandaire & he put me in touch with 

Bob Lock who is the supposed guru of Commandaires.  Nobody had 

drawings. Joe Araldi faxed me a hand drawn layout of the fuselage that 

was suprisingly accurate. Along the way I knew Bob Hedgecock & Bob 

Jenkins from the AAA & Sun n Fun with our Stinsons.  Hedgecock told 

me that Jenkins had a complete Commandaire that he was restoring 

that he had acquired from Dennis Trone back in 1960. I stopped at Bob's 

place in Plainsville, Ga to look at it and it was complete. So, I then 

picked up the bones from Mattituck and drove them to Hollywood 

leaving a trail if 1/4 inch sticks and fabric from N.Y. to Fla. That was 

2003. 
 

I started with what I had and blasted the tail & struts, which were in 

good shape, as was most of the wing hardware.  In 2006, Tico, his son 

Jonathan and I flew to Rome, Ga to measure Jenkin's fuselage. On our 

return, we entered the accumulated data into Tico's solid works 

program and solid works agreed with Albert Vollmecke (the man who 

made the Commandaire work).  So we commenced construction. 
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WWWOOORRRDDDSSS   OOOFFF   WWWIIISSSDDDOOOMMM   

"Socialism only works 

in two places: 

Heaven where they don't 

need it and hell where they already have it." 

-Ronald Reagan    
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FFFAAAAAA   FFFIIINNNAAALLLIIIZZZEEESSS   RRREEECCCUUURRRRRREEENNNTTT   AAAIIIRRRCCCRRRAAAFFFTTT   

RRREEEGGGIIISSSTTTRRRAAATTTIIIOOONNN   RRRUUULLLEEE   

   

The downside of this program is that there will be a lot of antique 

biplanes that will likely disappear, from any database, as a result of the 

re-registration process.  Those folks owning antique biplanes in need of 

restoration and not flying will likely not pay the fee for re-registration 

and be dropped from the roles.  There is a lot of "dead wood" in the 

registry now and this is what has brought on this new program.  We 

have no one to blame but ourselves for not keeping up with the old, free 

re-registration process.    



 18 

DDDIIISSSCCCLLLAAAIIIMMMEEERRR      NNNOOOTTTIIICCCEEE      &&&      MMMIIISSSSSSIIIOOONNN      SSSTTTAAATTTEEEMMMEEENNNTTT:::   
All information contained herein is believed to be correct.  However, it is intended to be for 

informational purposes only and is not to be relied upon. You are reminded that Federal Air 

Regulations Part 91 places primary responsibility for ensuring the airworthy condition of an 

aircraft on the owner or operator.  Any person who maintains, modified or otherwise changes an 

aircraft must do so in accordance with manufacturer’s recommendations and all applicable FAA 

regulations.  You should independently verify any of the information contained herein.  No 

warranty is expressed or implied. 

 

The Florida Antique Biplane Association Inc. does not project or accept any responsibility for 

participation by readers of the “Flying Wire”, non members or members at fly-ins listed in this 

issue. This publication is produced as a medium of communication for those antique biplane 

enthusiasts and members of Florida Antique Biplane Association, Inc. 

 

The Florida Antique Biplane Association Inc. is a 501C6 corporation incorporated in the State of 

Florida.  It’s purpose is to promote the preservation, restoration and safety of flying antique 

biplanes.  Membership in FABA Inc. is open to all antique biplane owners, whether or not the 

airplane is airworthy.  An antique biplane is defined as one having had its original type 

certificate issued on or before 1950. 

EEE---MMMaaaiiilll   DDDiiisssccclllaaaiiimmmeeerrr   
The FABA newsletter and meeting notices are distributed via e-mail on the Internet.  These 

transmissions contain information, which is intended for the sole use of the recipient or 

authorized representative.   Any person who receives these e-mails by mistake shall 

immediately notify the sender and destroy it.   E-mail transmissions cannot be guaranteed to be 

error-free as information could be intercepted, altered, or contain viruses.   The sender therefore 

does not accept any liability for damages caused by the fraudulent alteration of this message 

including, without limitations, damages caused by any virus transmitted by it. 
 

FFFAAABBBAAA         MMMEEEMMMBBBEEERRRSSSHHHIIIPPP         AAAPPPPPPLLLIIICCCAAATTTIIIOOONNN   
NAME:_____________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _____________________COUNTY:________  STATE:______________________   

ZIP CODE:___________PHONE:(_____)_______________________________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________________FAX#:______________________ 

CELL:___________OCCUPATION : __________________________________________ 

AIRCRAFT OWNED:_______________________________________________________  

Must Be An Antique Biplane With Original Type Certification Prior to 1950. 

IS THE AIRCRAFT LICENSED?: ______ “N” NUMBER:___________ 

NAME & A/C LOGO TO APPEAR ON YOUR NAME BADGE: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

YOUR SPONSOR IS:_______________________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP DUES: $48.00 PER YEAR PAYABLE TO FLORIDA ANTIQUE 

BIPLANE ASSOCIATION,INC.   SECOND YEAR’S DUES ARE PRO-RATED IF YOU JOIN 

DURING THE YEAR. 
SSSEEENNNDDD   CCCHHHEEECCCKKK   TTTOOO   111000999000666   DDDEEENNNOOOEEEUUU   RRROOOAAADDD---BBBOOOYYYNNNTTTOOONNN   BBBEEEAAACCCHHH,,,   FFFLLLOOORRRIIIDDDAAA   333333444777222   
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FFFAAABBBAAA         LLLEEEAAADDDEEERRRSSSHHHIIIPPP         222000000999---222000111000      
DDDIIIRRREEECCCTTTOOORRRSSS   ///   OOOFFFFFFIIICCCEEERRRSSS         

 

 

JOHN LUMLEY-Immediate Past President 

561-499-1115 

Captainapache@aol.com 

 

                                             

CAROLYN MYERS-Secretary/Treasurer 

813-995-9313 

RLCKMYERS@msn.com 

                                                                         

JEANNE REED 

513-550 0282 

Jeannereed@earthlink.net 

 

JON RISING 

352 245 3834 

Stearman220@gmail.com 

 

HERB CLARK-North Division Executive Director 

352-821-2618 

Herbco@worldnet.att.net 

 

LARRY ROBINSON-South Division Executive Director 

561-732-3250  

Beyeview@aol.com  

 

Pattie Duffy – Photographer 

 954 977-8038 

Padufs@aol.com 
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